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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR
TRANSITIONING BETWEEN RADIO ACCESS
TECHNOLOGIES (RATS)

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 12/463,160 filed May 8, 2009 by Gideon Roberts,
entitled “Method and System for Transitioning Between
Radio Access Technologies (RATS)” (33678-US-PAT—
4214-08601) which claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/052,192, filed May 10, 2008, by Gideon
Roberts, entitled “Method and System for Transitioning
Between Radio Access Technologies (RATS)” (33678-US-
PRV—4214-08600), both of which are incorporated by ref-
erence herein as if reproduced in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This application relates to telecommunication systems in
general, having for example application in UMTS (Universal
Mobile Telecommunications System) and in particular
relates to a method and apparatus for transitioning from first
to second radio access technologies (RATSs).

BACKGROUND

In a typical cellular radio system, mobile user equipment
(UE) communicates via a radio access radio network (RAN)
to one or more core networks. User equipment (UE) com-
prises various types of equipment such as mobile telephones
(also known as cellular or cell phones), lap tops with wireless
communication capability, personal digital assistants (PDAs)
etc. These may be portable, hand held, pocket sized, installed
in a vehicle etc and communicate voice and/or data signals
with the radio access network.

In the following, reference will be made to UMTS and to
particular standards. However it should be understood that the
disclosure is not intended to be limited to any particular
mobile telecommunications system or standard.

The radio access network covers a geographical area
divided into a plurality of cell areas. Each cell area is served
by at least one base station, which in UMTS may be referred
to as a Node B. Each cell is identified by a unique identifier
which is broadcast in the cell. The base stations communicate
at radio frequencies over an air interface with the UEs within
range of the base station. Several base stations may be con-
nected to a radio network controller (RNC) which controls
various activities of the base stations. The radio network
controllers are typically connected to a core network.

UMTS is a third generation public land mobile telecom-
munication system. Various standardization bodies are
known to publish and set standards for UMTS, each in their
respective areas of competence. For instance, the 3GPP
(Third Generation Partnership Project) has been known to
publish and set standards for GSM (Global System for
Mobile Communications) based UMTS, and the 3GPP2
(Third Generation Partnership Project 2) has been known to
publish and set standards for CDMA (Code Division Multiple
Access) based UMTS. Within the scope of a particular stan-
dardization body, specific partners publish and set standards
in their respective areas.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments will now be described, by way of example
only, with reference to the attached drawings, in which:
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FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing an overview of a
network and a UE device;

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram showing, at a high level, actions
performed by the UE during a first example inter-RAT han-
dover as described herein;

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram showing, at a high level, actions
performed by the UE during a second example inter-RAT
handover as described herein;

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram showing, at a high level, actions
performed by the UE during a third example inter-RAT han-
dover as described herein;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating a mobile device,
which can act as a UE in accordance with the approach
described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Consider a wireless mobile device, generally referred to as
user equipment (UE), that complies with the 3GPP specifica-
tions for the UMTS protocol. The 3GPP 25.321 specification,
v.5.12.0, referred to herein as the 25.321 specification, is
incorporated herein by reference and specifies a protocol for
Medium Access Control (MAC), including an entity termed
the MAC-hs which handles functions specific to high-speed
downlink packet access (HSDPA).

HSDPA is a protocol of the high-speed packet access
(HSPA) family of protocols which extend the performance of
the UMTS protocol. HSDPA uses techniques such as adaptive
modulation and hybrid automatic repeat request (ARQ) to
achieve high throughput, reduce delay and achieve high peak
rates. It relies on a new type of transport channel termed the
high-speed downlink shared channel (HS-DSCH), which is
terminated in the Node B. The MAC layer is part of the UMTS
access stratum and controls channel access. The MAC-hs in
the MAC layer controls access to the HS-DSCH.

Behaviour of the MAC-hs entity is described in sections
4.2.3.3 and 11.6.2 of the 25.321 specification. One aspect of
the MAC-hs entity is that it contains a reordering entity which
attempts to put received data in the correct order before send-
ing it to layers above the MAC layer. The reordering entity
uses a reordering queue to store received protocol data units
(PDUs) and when the correct sequence exists, the data is sent
to the Radio Link Control (RLC) layer. A timer (T1) can also
be configured to ensure that the MAC-hs entity does not wait
too long before sending the PDUs to the RLC.

It has been identified that such reordering techniques may
resultin problems when an inter-R AT handover is performed,
such as in the case of a handover from a 3G RAT such as
UMTS including HSDPA to a 2G RAT such as GSM. There
are thus proposed strategies for a method and apparatus for
transitioning from a first RAT to a second. A number of such
strategies are detailed below.

Other aspects and features of the proposed strategies will
become apparent to those ordinarily skilled in the art upon
review of the following description of specific embodiments
of'a method and apparatus for transitioning from a first RAT
to a second RAT.

User equipment (UE) operating with HSDPA according to
the 25.321 specification has a MAC-hs MAC entity which
comprises reordering components for reordering PDUs to
send these to a higher layer in the correct sequence. Each
received MAC-hs PDU has an identifier known as a transmis-
sion sequence number (TSN). A reordering queue distribu-
tion function routes the MAC-hs PDUs to the correct reorder-
ing queue and a reordering entity reorders the PDUs
according to the TSNs.
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Section 11.6.2.3 of specification 25.321 specifies particu-
lar algorithms for the reordering by storage in the reordering
queue and release from this buffer as appropriate for delivery
to a disassembly entity to be sent to a higher layer. A timer T'1
is specified. This enables correctly received PDUs to be deliv-
ered to the disassembly entity without too much delay, by
specifying delivery on expiry of T1.

If a handover from HSDPA to another RAT is determined
to be necessary, for example to a2G RAT as UMTS is unavail-
able, use of a reordering queue and timer in the manner
specified in specification 25.321 becomes problematic if
there are PDUs in the reordering bufter when handover starts.
This may result in loss and/or delay of data as during and after
handover, the protocol stack is not in the correct state to deal
with HSDPA data attempted to be released from the reorder-
ing buffer after being reordered.

According to the methods disclosed herein, on determina-
tion for such a UE that a transition from a first RAT to asecond
RAT is required, for example, because only a 2G RAT and not
HSDPA is available, any data in the reordering queue may be
flushed to a higher layer. For example, PDUs in a reordering
queue in the MAC layer may be sent to the RLC layer. By
flushing all correctly received data from the reordering queue
before handover commences, data can be handled normally
and will not be lost: if the handover completes successfully,
data loss due to release of HSDPA data is avoided and if the
handover fails to complete, delay in sending data to higher
layers due to incomplete sending of data from the reordering
queue during the handover attempt is avoided.

If the reordering entity has an associated timer, this may
alternatively or additionally be stopped on determination that
the transition is required. Stopping the timer before handover
commences prevents expiry of the timer whilst the handover
is in progress or after the handover is completed, so avoiding
problems with higher layers incorrectly receiving data from
the reordering queue on timer expiry during handover.

The methods disclosed herein thus prevent data loss in a
wireless communications device during an inter-RAT han-
dover from a first RAT which has a data reordering queue
associated with a first layer of a first protocol stack for use
with the first RAT, to a second RAT. Further, device imple-
mentation is simplified as data specific to the first RAT only
needs to be handled during operation in the first RAT and not
after a handover has started. This means that the first protocol
stack, which is in the correct state for processing of the data
from the reordering queue, is still in place whilst all this data
is processed, thus avoiding the need for complex data pro-
cessing by the second protocol stack to deal with data not yet
sent to a higher layer after handover which the second proto-
col stack is not in the correct state to deal with.

The methods disclosed herein may be implemented in a
user equipment device of a wireless communications net-
work. Referring to the drawings, FIG. 1 is a schematic dia-
gram showing an overview of a network and a user equipment
device. Clearly in practice there may be many user equipment
devices operating with the network but for the sake of sim-
plicity FIG. 1 only shows a single user equipment device 100.
For the purposes of illustration, FIG. 1 also shows a radio
access network 119 (UTRAN) used in a UMTS system hav-
ing a few components. It will be clear to a person skilled in the
art that in practice a network will include far more compo-
nents than those shown.

The network 119 as shown in FIG. 1 comprises three Radio
Network Subsystems (RNS) 102. Each RNS has a Radio
Network Controller (RNC) 104. Each RNS 102 has one or
more Node B 102 which are similar in function to a Base
Transmitter Station of a GSM radio access network. User
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Equipment UE 100 may be mobile within the radio access
network. Radio connections (indicated by the straight dotted
lines in FIG. 1) are established between the UE and one or
more of the Node Bs in the UTRAN.

FIGS. 2 to 4 are flow diagrams showing, at a high level,
actions performed by the UE during an example inter-RAT
handover as described herein. FIG. 2 shows an inter-RAT
handover where data is flushed from a reordering queue to a
higher layer prior to a handover attempt, FIG. 3 shows a
handover where a timer is stopped prior to a handover attempt
and FIG. 4 shows a handover combining the techniques
shown in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3.

Turning to FIG. 2, at 201 the method is initiated. At 202 it
is determined that a transition from HSDPA to GPRS is
required. At 203 it is determined whether there are any PDUs
in the reordering queue. If the reordering queue is empty,
transition from HSDPA to GPRS is attempted, at 205. If there
are any PDUs in the reordering queue, these are flushed, at
204, to a higher layer, in this case a RL.C layer. This occurs via
the disassembly entity and another MAC entity known as the
MAC-d entity, as described above and in the 25.321 specifi-
cation. When the data has been flushed from the reordering
queue, the transition is attempted at 205. This transition may
be in any known manner. The method ends at 206 after the
transition is attempted.

Turning to FIG. 3, at 301 the method is initiated. At 302 it
is determined that a transition from HSDPA to GPRS is
required. At 303 it is determined whether a timer is running
associated with the reordering queue. If the timer is not run-
ning, transition from HSDPA to GPRS is attempted, at 305. If
the timer is running it is stopped at 304 and then the transition
is attempted at 305. This transition may be in any known
manner. The method ends at 306 after the transition is
attempted.

Turning to FIG. 4, at 401 the method is initiated. At 402 it
is determined that a transition from HSDPA to GPRS is
required. At 403 it is determined whether a timer is running
associated with the reordering queue. If the timer is running,
it is stopped at 404. If it is determined at 403 that the timer is
not running this means that there must be no PDUs in the
reordering queue, so the method moves to 407 to attempt
handing over. If at 403 it is determined that the timer is
running, at 404 the timer is stopped and the method moves to
405 where it is determined whether there are any PDUs in the
reordering queue. If the reordering queue is empty, transition
from HSDPA to GPRS is attempted, at 407. If there are any
PDUs in the reordering queue, these are flushed, at 406, to a
higher layer. When the data has been flushed from the reor-
dering queue, the transition is attempted at 407. The method
ends at 408 after the transition is attempted.

Turning now to FIG. 5, FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrat-
ing a mobile device, which can act as a UE and co-operate
with the apparatus and methods of FIGS. 1 and 2, and which
is an exemplary wireless communication device. Mobile sta-
tion 1300 is preferably a two-way wireless communication
device having at least voice and data communication capa-
bilities. Mobile station 1300 preferably has the capability to
communicate with other computer systems on the Internet.
Depending on the exact functionality provided, the wireless
device may be referred to as a data messaging device, a
two-way pager, a wireless e-mail device, a cellular telephone
with data messaging capabilities, a wireless Internet appli-
ance, or a data communication device, as examples.

Where mobile station 1300 is enabled for two-way com-
munication, it will incorporate a communication subsystem
1311, including both a receiver 1312 and a transmitter 1314,
as well as associated components such as one or more, pref-
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erably embedded or internal, antenna elements 1316 and
1318, local oscillators (L.Os) 1313, and a processing module
such as a digital signal processor (DSP) 1320. As will be
apparent to those skilled in the field of communications, the
particular design of the communication subsystem 1311 will
be dependent upon the communication network in which the
device is intended to operate. For example, mobile station
1300 may include a communication subsystem 1311
designed to operate within the Mobitex™ mobile communi-
cation system, the DataTAC™ mobile communication sys-
tem, GPRS network, UMTS network, or EDGE network.

Network access requirements will also vary depending
upon the type of network 1302. For example, in the Mobitex
and DataTAC networks, mobile station 1300 is registered on
the network using a unique identification number associated
with each mobile station. In UMTS and GPRS networks,
however, network access is associated with a subscriber or
user of mobile station 1300. A GPRS mobile station therefore
requires a subscriber identity module (SIM) card in order to
operate on a GPRS network. Without a valid SIM card, a
GPRS mobile station will not be fully functional. Local or
non-network communication functions, as well as legally
required functions (if any) such as “911” emergency calling,
may be available, but mobile station 1300 will be unable to
carry out any other functions involving communications over
the network 1302. The SIM interface 1344 is normally similar
to a card-slot into which a SIM card can be inserted and
ejected like a diskette or PCMCIA card. The SIM card can
have approximately 64K of memory and hold many key con-
figuration 1351, and other information 1353 such as identifi-
cation, and subscriber related information.

When required network registration or activation proce-
dures have been completed, mobile station 1300 may send
and receive communication signals over the network 1302.
Signals received by antenna 1316 through communication
network 1302 are input to receiver 1312, which may perform
such common receiver functions as signal amplification, fre-
quency down conversion, filtering, channel selection and the
like, and in the example system shown in FIG. 5 analog to
digital (A/D) conversion. A/D conversion of a received signal
allows more complex communication functions such as
demodulation and decoding to be performed in the DSP 1320.
In a similar manner, signals to be transmitted are processed,
including modulation and encoding for example, by DSP
1320 and input to transmitter 1314 for digital to analog con-
version, frequency up conversion, filtering, amplification and
transmission over the communication network 1302 via
antenna 1318. DSP 1320 not only processes communication
signals, but also provides for receiver and transmitter control.
For example, the gains applied to communication signals in
receiver 1312 and transmitter 1314 may be adaptively con-
trolled through automatic gain control algorithms imple-
mented in DSP 1320.

Mobile station 1300 preferably includes a microprocessor
1338 which controls the overall operation of the device. Com-
munication functions, including at least data and voice com-
munications, are performed through communication sub-
system 1311. Microprocessor 1338 also interacts with further
device subsystems such as the display 1322, flash memory
1324, random access memory (RAM) 1326, auxiliary input/
output (I/O) subsystems 1328, serial port 1330, keyboard
1332, speaker 1334, microphone 1336, a short-range com-
munications subsystem 1340 and any other device sub-
systems generally designated as 1342.

Some of the subsystems shown in FIG. 5 perform commu-
nication-related functions, whereas other subsystems may
provide “resident” or on-device functions. Notably, some
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subsystems, such as keyboard 1332 and display 1322, for
example, may be used for both communication-related func-
tions, such as entering a text message for transmission over a
communication network, and device-resident functions such
as a calculator or task list.

Operating system software used by the microprocessor
1338 is preferably stored in a persistent store such as flash
memory 1324, which may instead be a read-only memory
(ROM) or similar storage element (not shown). Those skilled
in the art will appreciate that the operating system, specific
device applications, or parts thereof, may be temporarily
loaded into a volatile memory such as RAM 1326. Received
communication signals may also be stored in RAM 1326.

As shown, flash memory 1324 can be segregated into dif-
ferent areas for both computer programs 1358 and program
data storage 1350, 1352, 1354 and 1356. These different
storage types indicate that each program can allocate a por-
tion of flash memory 1324 for their own data storage require-
ments. Microprocessor 1338, in addition to its operating sys-
tem functions, preferably enables execution of software
applications on the mobile station. A predetermined set of
applications that control basic operations, including at least
data and voice communication applications for example, will
normally be installed on mobile station 1300 during manu-
facturing. A preferred software application may be a personal
information manager (PIM) application having the ability to
organize and manage data items relating to the user of the
mobile station such as, but not limited to, e-mail, calendar
events, voice mails, appointments, and task items. Naturally,
one or more memory stores would be available on the mobile
station to facilitate storage of PIM data items. Such PIM
application would preferably have the ability to send and
receive data items, via the wireless network 1302. In a pre-
ferred embodiment, the PIM data items are seamlessly inte-
grated, synchronized and updated, via the wireless network
1302, with the mobile station user’s corresponding data items
stored or associated with a host computer system. Further
applications may also be loaded onto the mobile station 1300
through the network 1302, an auxiliary I/O subsystem 1328,
serial port 1330, short-range communications subsystem
1340 or any other suitable subsystem 1342, and installed by a
user in the RAM 1326 or preferably a non-volatile store (not
shown) for execution by the microprocessor 1338. Such flex-
ibility in application installation increases the functionality of
the device and may provide enhanced on-device functions,
communication-related functions, or both. For example,
secure communication applications may enable electronic
commerce functions and other such financial transactions to
be performed using the mobile station 1300.

In a data communication mode, a received signal such as a
text message or web page download will be processed by the
communication subsystem 1311 and input to the micropro-
cessor 1338, which preferably further processes the received
signal for output to the display 1322, or alternatively to an
auxiliary 1/0 device 1328. A user of mobile station 1300 may
also compose data items such as email messages for example,
using the keyboard 1332, which is preferably a complete
alphanumeric keyboard or telephone-type keypad, in con-
junction with the display 1322 and possibly an auxiliary [/O
device 1328. Such composed items may then be transmitted
over a communication network through the communication
subsystem 1311.

For voice communications, overall operation of mobile
station 1300 is similar, except that received signals would
preferably be output to a speaker 1334 and signals for trans-
mission would be generated by a microphone 1336. Alterna-
tive voice or audio I/O subsystems, such as a voice message
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recording subsystem, may also be implemented on mobile
station 1300. Although voice or audio signal output is pref-
erably accomplished primarily through the speaker 1334,
display 1322 may also be used to provide an indication of the
identity of a calling party, the duration of a voice call, or other
voice call related information for example.

Serial port 1330 in F1G. 5, would normally be implemented
in a personal digital assistant (PDA)-type mobile station for
which synchronization with a user’s desktop computer (not
shown) may be desirable, but is an optional device compo-
nent. Such a port 1330 would enable a user to set preferences
through an external device or software application and would
extend the capabilities of mobile station 1300 by providing
for information or software downloads to mobile station 1300
other than through a wireless communication network. The
alternate download path may for example be used to load an
encryption key onto the device through a direct and thus
reliable and trusted connection to thereby enable secure
device communication.

Other communications subsystems 1340, such as a short-
range communications subsystem, is a further optional com-
ponent which may provide for communication between
mobile station 1300 and different systems or devices, which
need not necessarily be similar devices. For example, the
subsystem 1340 may include an infrared device and associ-
ated circuits and components or a Bluetooth™ communica-
tion module to provide for communication with similarly
enabled systems and devices.

The skilled reader will appreciate that any appropriate
manner for implementing the additional actions described
above at the UTRAN or UE can be adopted in hardware,
software or firmware. For example the additional identifica-
tion or acknowledgement actions can be implemented at the
respective components in any appropriate manner.

EXTENSIONS AND ALTERNATIVES

In the foregoing specification, the disclosure has been
described with reference to specific embodiments thereof. It
will, however, be evident that various modifications and
changes may be made thereto without departing from the
scope of the technique. The specification and drawings are,
accordingly, to be regarded in an illustrative rather than a
restrictive sense.

It is to be noted that the methods as described have actions
being carried out in a particular order. However, it would be
clear to a person skilled in the art that the order of any actions
performed, where the context permits, can be varied and thus
the ordering as described herein is not intended to be limiting.

It is also to be noted that where a method has been
described it is also intended that protection is also sought for
a device arranged to carry out the method and where features
have been claimed independently of each other these may be
used together with other claimed features.

It will further be understood that the method and apparatus
described herein can be applied in relation to any release or
similar procedure following actions as set out in any appro-
priate standard and between any appropriate user equipment
components and access network components or indeed
between components of a similar nature in any case where
power between links in respect of directions is controlled by
the link channel in the opposite direction where either can be
an uplink or downlink.

Furthermore it will be noted that the apparatus described
herein may comprise a single component such as a UE or
UTRAN or other user equipment or access network compo-
nents, a combination of multiple such components for
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example in communication with one another or a sub-net-
work or full network of such components.

What is claimed is:

1. A method in a wireless communications device having a
first protocol stack for use with a first radio access technology
and a second protocol stack for use with a second, different,
radio access technology, the first protocol stack comprising a
reordering component associated with a first layer of the first
protocol stack and arranged to implement a data reordering
queue, the method for performing a handover from the first
radio access technology to the second radio access technol-
ogy, the method comprising:

determining that the device should perform a handover

from the first radio access technology to the second radio
access technology;

in response to determining that the device should perform

a handover and before handover commences:
determining that data is present in a reordering queue
implemented by the reordering component; and
sending the data present in the reordering queue to a
second layer of the first protocol stack which is higher
than the first layer of the first protocol stack; and
thereafter attempting a handover from the first radio access
technology to the second radio access technology.

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the first protocol
stack comprises a timer associated with the reordering com-
ponent and the method further comprises:

in response to determining that the device should perform

a handover, determining that the timer is running; and
stopping the timer.

3. A method according to claim 1, wherein the first radio
access technology is a 3G access technology.

4. A method according to claim 3, wherein the first radio
access technology is UMTS.

5. A method according to claim 4, wherein the first radio
access technology is HSPA.

6. A method according to claim 5, wherein the first radio
access technology is HSDPA.

7. A method according to claim 1, wherein the first layer is
a Medium Access Control (MAC) layer.

8. A method according to claim 7, wherein the reordering
component is a reordering entity comprised by a MAC-hs
entity.

9. A method according to claim 1, wherein the second layer
is a Radio Link Control layer.

10. A method according to claim 1, wherein the second
radio access technology is a 2G access technology.

11. A method according to claim 10, wherein the first radio
access technology is one of GSM and GPRS.

12. A wireless communications device having a first pro-
tocol stack for use with a first radio access technology, a
second protocol stack for use with a second, different, radio
access technology, the first protocol stack comprising a reor-
dering component associated with a first layer of the first
protocol stack and arranged to implement a data reordering
queue, and a processor operable according to a computer
program to cause the wireless communications device to:

determine that the device should perform a handover from

the first radio access technology to the second radio
access technology;

in response to determining that the device should perform

a handover and before handover commences:

determine that data is present in a reordering queue
implemented by the reordering component; and

send the data present in the reordering queue to a second
layer of the first protocol stack which is higher than
the first layer of the first protocol stack; and
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thereafter attempt a handover from the first radio access

technology to the second radio access technology.

13. A computer program product comprising program code
stored on a non-transitory computer readable medium for use
in a wireless communications device, the wireless communi-
cations device having a first protocol stack for use with a first
radio access technology and a second protocol stack for use
with a second, different, radio access technology, the first
protocol stack comprising a reordering component associated
with a first layer of the first protocol stack and arranged to
implement a data reordering queue, the computer program
arranged, in use, to cause the wireless communications appa-
ratus to:

determine that the device should perform a handover from

the first radio access technology to the second radio
access technology;

in response to determining that the device should perform

a handover and before handover commences:
determine that data is present in a reordering queue
implemented by the reordering component; and
send the data present in the reordering queue to a second
layer of the first protocol stack which is higher than
the first layer of the first protocol stack; and
thereafter attempt a handover from the first radio access
technology to the second radio access technology.
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14. A method according to claim 1, further comprising:
before handover commences processing in the first protocol
stack the data sent to the second layer; and thereafter attempt-
ing a handover from the first radio access technology to the
second radio access technology.

15. The device according to claim 12, wherein the first
protocol stack comprises a timer associated with the reorder-
ing component and in which the processor is further operable
according to a computer program to cause the wireless com-
munications device to:

in response to determining that the device should perform

a handover, determine that the timer is running; and
stop the timer.

16. The device according to claim 12, wherein the first
radio access technology is a 3G access technology.

17. The device according to claim 12, wherein the first
radio access technology is UMTS.

18. The device according to claim 12, wherein the first
radio access technology is HSPA.

19. The device according to claim 12, wherein the first
radio access technology is HSDPA.

20. A product according to claim 13, wherein the first layer
is a Medium Access Control layer.
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